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Selecting
Sensory Evaluations

Comparing Beer1 to Beer2

Is Beer1 
different from 

Beer2?

Determine 
Perceptibility of 

X-Factor

Does Beer1 or 
Beer2 exhibit X-
Factor stronger?

2-Alt. Forced 
Choice Method

Are the X-Factor 
differences 

Perceptible?

Same/Difference 
Method

Can Beers with 
the X-Factor be 

matched?

Duo-Trio 
Method

Can the X-
Factor Beer be 

Identified?

Triangle Method

Is Beer1 
preferred to 

Beer2?

Determine 
Preference and 
Acceptability 

1 Beer

Determine 
Acceptance of 

Beer1

Rated 
Acceptability 

Test

Determine 
Accetability of 

X-Factor

Just Right Scales

2 Beers

Which Beer is 
Preferred?

Paired 
Preference

Do differences 
elicit a 

preference?

Non-forced 
Preference

More than 2 
Beers

Rank beers in 
order of 

preference

Preference 
Ranking

How are Beer1 
and Beer2 
different?

Extensive up-
front Training of 

Panelists

Quantative 
Descriptive 
Analysis®

On-going, long 
term Training of 

Panelists

Panel Selected 
Description

Flavor Profile®

Pre-set 
Descriptors 

provided

Sensory 
Spectrum®
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Consumers are in 
the Panel.

Is Beer1 preferred
to Beer2?

1 Beer

Determine 
Acceptance of 

Beer1

Rated Acceptability 
Test

Determine 
Acceptability of X-

Factor

Just-Right Scales

2 Beers

Which Beer is 
Preferred?

Paired Preference

Are the differences 
enough to elicit a 

preference?

Non-Forced 
Preference

More than 2 Beers

Ranked beers in 
order of Preference

Preference Ranking


